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in which all the limits and imperfections of the finite are done
away, and that the purely affirmative Being, the Supreme Eeality,
should be regarded as the negative of an existence which, is itself
negative or unreal.551
If this was the process "used by the Indian VedSntin^ it must be
borne in mind that this would be only a stage, preparatory for a
positive movement, in which we contemplate the finite from the
point of view of" the Infinite, like going up a hill and taking a survey
of the regions below; and that this higher stage means that the
Infinite itself must be conceived not merely as that which the
finite is not, but as that which includes and explains it, not merely
as an mdetemdnate background of the finite, but as a self-deter'
mining principle which manifests itself in all the determinations of
the finite without losing its unity with itself.
I have elsewhere shown, and it will be my endeavour later on to
show in more detail, that the Indian Veddnta has taken this further
step also, and the conception it has formed of Brahma is all that
it should be to satisfy the Hegelian test, and more. It is sufficient
here to refer to the Bhag. Git. xiii. 13-17, 27, 30-33.
But assuming, as some have done, that Brahma is no more than
a negation of the finite, the question is, whether such a conception
is an empty one and, therefore, inadequate to be the concrete basis
of religious consciousness and life. If it is wrong Philosophy, is it
bad Theology, too ?
It is said that such a conception, th.ou.gh logically correct, is a
bare abstraction, which can have nothing concrete corresponding
to that conception; that to elevate it into a Being and endow it
with the character of a metaphysical reality is only tantamount
to a personification of an abstract principle, giving rise to a system
which is a kind of poetical or imaginative Pantheism.
It would have been nothing strange if to the poetic mind of the
Indian sages such a system had been found attractive. In their
religious fervour and ascetic life, if the abstract conception had
found a concrete embodiment in their imagination, it might become
«
1 Qf. Shankar's explanation ( VirodMdi   II., 32. The Absolute is the negation
abMvah paramdrtJiatd iti,' M^ndukya 'Up.   of negation.

